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166 Braemar Rd 
RD3 
Whakatane 3193 

Thames-Coromandel District Council 
Proposed Thames-Coromandel District Plan 
Private Bag, Thames 3540 
Attention: District Plan Manager 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

We are writing to comment on the Draft Thames Coromandel District Plan's proposal to limiting bach 
rentals. Specifically we are referring to Section 44.4 Rule 1 in Extra Density Residential Zone which limited 
the number of tariff paying visitors to six. 

Fundamentally this proposal undermines the ability to home/bach owners to use their properties as they 

We purchased a bach in Whangamata and spent much time and money to renovate it into an easy-care 
summpr holiday place for ourselves, our family and friends. In order to pay the rates and other expenses 
assol ed with bach ownership, we rent out our bach. It can accommodate 9 people which is allows it to 
b by an extended family or two families. 

Sharing a summer holiday at the beach is quintessentially Kiwi, be it with the multigenerational family or 
with another family. With the loss of local camping opportunities, holidays on the lower Coromandel are 
increasingly cost prohibitive for the average Kiwi family, As a result the Coromandel is becoming just a 
destination for the wealthy. By allowing for at least 8 people, small families can share holiday expenses. In 
addition, having other children from other families together often leads to a more successful holiday - 
children have playmates, mums and dads can share domestic responsibilities, have less demands from their 
children and consequently have more opportunities to relax, thus continuing the reputation of the 
Coromandel as a relaxing and inviting location to holiday. 

This current proposal appears to be an ill-advised money grab by Council. It could impair the reputation of 
the Coromandel as a holiday destination, and transfer demand elsewhere. This would have a significant 
economic impact on local businesses, This includes motels as we believe that this proposal will not serve to 
redirect use as motels are not set up to accommodate large groups and supply cooking facilities. We also 
believe that this will also be administratively awkward to monitor and enforce thus increasing the cost to 
Council as opposed to increasing revenues. 

If noise and disruptions are issues, we suggest the TCDC look at their noise control enforcement 
programme. 

If Council proceeds with this, we suggest that you look at distinguishing between those properties that are 
managed by agents versus those that do not have anyone in town to address issues that may arise. Real 
estate representatives may be able to refine their rental agreements to ensure those who are responsible 
for noise and disruption receive the penalties arising from an effective noise control programme. 

We respectfully suggest that Council revisit this proposal and drop it from the plan. 

Yours sincerely, 
1.. 

Kr Kennet and .irant Law 

Cc Gordon Turner, First National Real Estate, VVFldr1gamta 
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